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Home Schooling Assessment Framework and Review Process

Purpose
The VRQA’s responsibilities for home schooling are set out in the Education and Training Reform Act 2006 (Act) and the Education and Training Reform Regulations 2017 (Regulations).
The Home Schooling Assessment Framework and Review Process describes the Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority (VRQA)’s approach to:
· the assessment of learning plans submitted as part of applications for registration for home schooling 
· the assessment of applications to exempt a student from receiving instruction in one or more of the learning areas
· annual reviews of the registration of students for home schooling 
Context
The VRQA acknowledges parents* as the first educators of their children. The VRQA will ensure that the regulation of home schooling respects parents’ right to home school and to design an educational program that meets their child’s needs. 
*The term ‘parent’ in relation to a child, includes a guardian and every person who has parental responsibility for the child including parental responsibility under the Family Law Act 1975 (Cth).
This Framework and Methodology should be read in conjunction with the VRQA’s Home Schooling Policy and Home Schooling Internal Review Policy.
New regulations for home schooling in Victoria take effect on 1 January 2018. The changes include:
· Regulation 72(5)(c)(ii-iii) — an application to register a student for home schooling must include a proposed educational program comprising a learning plan that specifies when and where instruction will take place, and the subject matter that will be covered by the instruction during the first year of registration; and details of the educational materials and resources proposed to be used in the instruction, including how the student's learning outcomes will be recorded.
· Regulation 76(2), (3) and (4) — the parent responsible for the home schooling of a student may make an application to the Authority for an exemption in one or more of the learning areas. 
· Regulations 81- 83 — the VRQA can review the registration of a student for home schooling.

Learning Plan Assessment
Applications for registration must include a proposed educational program comprising a learning plan.
To assist you, learning plan templates, including a filled-out example, can be found on the VRQA website. 
These templates are optional. You can design your own learning plan if you wish.  
Home education children, like their counterparts enrolled at registered schools, will be at different stages of their educational development due to a range of factors, including disability (both diagnosed and undiagnosed). The education program should be designed to the specific needs of the child, as determined by the parent.   
Each learning plan will be assessed on its merits. They will not be assessed against age-related benchmarks. For example, the VRQA will not adopt an approach that requires a learning plan of a 9 year-old child to contain subject matter, educational materials and resources deemed to be typical for 9 year-old children. 
The assessment will take into account different approaches to curriculum, education philosophies and instructional approaches. 
Learning plans aren’t expected to be voluminous documents. Table 1 provides guidance on the level of detail to include in a proposed learning plan.
 Table 1: Guidance on learning plan requirements
	Regulatory requirements

	When and where instruction will take place
	· When refers to the general schedule of learning. For example, will the instruction and learning take place on weekdays?
· When does not mean that you have to account for each hour, each day, each week or even each month.
· Where means the location in which the instruction will take place throughout the year. For example, home, specialist locations such as a museum, library, swimming pool, school through a partial enrolment arrangement, etc.
· Where does not mean you must list every learning location you plan to use during the year.

	The subject matter to be covered
	· List the subject matter to be covered under each learning area. For example, the subject matter for Science might include:
· Space and solar systems
· Solids and liquids and the influence of heat
· Biology and the life cycle of different living things.
Or
· Describe the skills and learning activities you will focus on:
· What skills do my child and I want to develop in each learning area?
· How are we going to build these skills (i.e. what is the approach we will take?)
· What are the activities that we will use to achieve this?

	Materials and resources to be used
	List the materials and resources proposed to be used for the key learning areas, such as online resources, hard copy texts, other media, materials and equipment, a partial enrolment arrangement. This list can be indicative, not exhaustive.

	How learning outcomes will be recorded
	Describe how you will record your child’s learning outcomes. For example, through a diary or learning journal, annotated work samples, tests such as NAPLAN, creative products that may be displayed, performed or recorded.



Learning plans will be assessed by VRQA staff, with the assistance of qualified assessors engaged by the VRQA. Assessors will have knowledge and expertise in a range of educational practices.
Once your completed application, including the learning plan, has been assessed, the VRQA will
· notify you that your application has been granted
or
· request further information.
If you’re asked to provide further information, it means that the VRQA doesn’t have sufficient information to make a decision. The request will usually relate to the requirements outlined in Table 1. You will be provided with an opportunity to provide the information within a reasonable period, usually two weeks.
The diagrams below outline possible scenarios

The VRQA may refuse to register a student for home schooling if, in the VRQA’s opinion, insufficient information has been provided by the parent in response to a request for further information.
Exemptions
The VRQA will grant an exemption if it is satisfied that it would be unreasonable to require the child to receive instruction in the relevant learning area/s.
There may be reasons why one or more of the learning areas is not an appropriate part of the child’s educational program over the first year of registration. In some cases, this may relate to disability or special learning needs. 
Sometimes exemptions might relate to temporary circumstances. For example, if a child has recently disengaged from a registered school and is experiencing psychological stress, the recovery may mean a gradual reengagement with learning. 
In other cases, it may relate to a child’s interests. A parent may know that the child demonstrates great progress through an education program that focusses on particular subject matter and associated learning activities. In this case, the parent may form the view that it would be best to apply for an exemption. 
In other cases, exemptions may relate to the parent’s assessment of their own capacity to provide instruction in a particular learning area. For example, the parent may wish to cover a language through a tutor, but there’s nobody suitably qualified to tutor near where they live. 
Therefore, in some situations a parent may decide that it would be best to apply for an exemption or exemptions for their child from receiving instruction in one or more of the eight learning areas. 
The grounds upon which a parent may seek an exemption are not limited and the VRQA will take into account the child’s particular circumstances, as reported by the parent. It’s the parent’s judgement that is important and the VRQA won’t require medical specialist certificates and associated documentation. 
Depending on the circumstances of the child, the VRQA may grant an exemption subject to particular terms or conditions. This could include an exemption from a particular learning area for a 12 month period. 


Where a learning plan does not cover particular learning area(s), no application for an exemption(s) have been made; and/or no reasons have been provided for non-coverage of learning area(s), the VRQA will contact you to discuss options. Options might include the parent providing more information about the learning plan or applying for an exemption. 
Reviews
Up to 10 per cent of families will be selected each year for a review of their home schooling registration. The objective of a review is to check whether regular and efficient instruction has been provided to a home schooled child that, taken as a whole, substantially addresses the learning areas and is consistent with the principles of Australian democracy. 
A review may be based on the following questions:
· how do you provide instruction across the learning areas?
· what educational materials and resources do you use?
· where and when does your child’s instruction takes place?
· how do you record your child’s learning outcomes? 
The selection methodology for the 10 per cent will be random. If you have multiple children registered for home schooling, no more than one child will be selected in the review sample that year. Furthermore, where the review outcome is that the requirements of registration for home schooling have been met, the children from your family will be excluded from review samples for the next two years.
The VRQA intends to notify families in writing early in the calendar year, February or March, that their child’s registration has been selected for review. The correspondence will outline the scope of the review, timelines and the process to conduct the review. Reviews will usually occur from April to October. That means that there may be several months between the point of initial notification and the review. The VRQA will contact you closer to the review to make final arrangements. 
The review can be desk-top, phone-based, face-to-face, or in some cases a combination of these processes.
The VRQA will request you to provide specified information to initiate the review. You may be able to provide evidence of your child’s educational program through documentation alone, perhaps through a PDF file, of samples of student work and assessment. The VRQA may be satisfied that the submitted documentation demonstrates that the requirements for registration are being met. In these cases, the VRQA will write to inform you of the outcome of the review.
In other cases, the VRQA may request further information and/or arrange an interview with you. These interviews could take place via a telephone call, or (if the parent agrees) could be face-to-face at your home or another suitable location, such as a local library. There is no requirement for the VRQA to visit families in their homes. 
Reviews will be conducted by VRQA authorised officers, with the assistance of qualified assessors engaged by the VRQA. Assessors will have knowledge and expertise in home educational practices, and will be able to apply that knowledge to consider different types of home education styles. Note that authorised officers do not have the power to enter your home without your consent. 
As soon as practicable after the completion of the review, the VRQA will notify you in writing if the requirements of registration have been met and will also state what action (if any) the VRQA proposes to take as an outcome of the review.
If the review determines that the parents of a child are failing to comply with the requirements of registration or any regulations relating to home schooling, the VRQA may make a decision to cancel the child’s registration. 
Can a decision to not grant registration be reviewed?
A decision to not grant registration or to cancel registration is made by the VRQA’s Chief Executive Officer. When a decision is made to not grant registration of a child for home schooling or to cancel the child’s registration for home schooling, the affected parent/s may apply to the Victorian Civil Administrative Tribunal. More details on the process for seeking a review of a decision is provided in the VRQA’s Home Schooling Internal Review Policy.


Your right to privacy
Where the VRQA seeks advice from its panel of assessors, no information will be provided to them by the VRQA which could identify the child or the parent/s.
The VRQA protects the privacy of your information. The VRQA’s Information Privacy Policy governs the collection, use, storage, access and disposal of data including all personal information obtained by the VRQA about home schooling families. The VRQA handles personal information in accordance with the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014. 
In addition, the Act prohibits the VRQA from publishing details of students registered for home schooling on the State Register or making them available to the public. 
Where can I go for more information?
· The Department of Education and Training publishes a guide to home schooling 
· The VRQA website is regularly updated with the latest home schooling information 
· The Home Education Network, a home school support group
· The VRQA State Register details every registered school and education provider in Victoria.
The learning plan doesn't cover two learning areas, yet there's no exemption applicaton.


The VRQA contacts you. Do you want to apply for an exemption? Or can you provide the missing information?


The VRQA assesses the additional information then notifies you that registration is granted.


An application doesn't list resources and materials proposed to be used.


The VRQA contacts you to request this information, which you provide.


The VRQA assesses the additional information then notifies you that registration is granted.
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